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I had worked at a company whose 401(k) retirement program was titled 
"Get Rich Slowly." The message underlying this philosophy was obvious: 
having enough money to sustain you through retirement required a life-
long commitment to a lifestyle of prudence, saving, and safe, wise 
investing. 
 
The early Christian movement was referred to as "The Way." Calling 
Christianity "the way" implies that discipleship is not instantaneously 
bestowed. Nor is discipleship a brief commitment, but a life-long 
commitment to a Christian lifestyle of words and deeds. 
 
In a recent homily, the Director-Priest of the Office of Liturgy and Divine Worship asserted that the 
difference between Catholics and Protestants could be found in the Letter of St. James, specifically, "faith 
… if it does not have works, is dead." 
 
Didn't Jesus emphasize the importance of work as an element of salvation in his description of the Last 
Judgment? "I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you 
welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me." These 
are the Corporal Works of Mercy, given to us not for a single instance in our lives but as a roadmap for 
our life-long journey of discipleship. 
 
When I stop at the end of any exit ramp, I am greeted by a poor, hungry, and possibly homeless person 
with a beat-up cardboard sign asking for my help. I don’t know what to do. Uncomfortable with giving 
even a dollar bill, I look away. My utter lack of response bothers me, but what is the Christian thing to do? 
 
Here in the four walls of my office, who am I giving food and drink to; who am I welcoming; who am I 
visiting; who am I clothing? Does it suffice that I pray for the poor and the vulnerable at mass?  
 
During Pope Francis’s Jubilee Year of Mercy, he prayed, "It is my burning desire that, during this Jubilee, 
the Christian people may reflect on the corporal and spiritual works of mercy. It will be a way to reawaken 
our conscience, too often grown dull in the face of poverty." 
 
I pray that I moved a little bit toward consistently living the works of mercy until they are interwoven with 
my faith. I pray that feeding the hungry is not a task that I must plan to do but a reaction that is second 
nature. 
 
The hungry person standing near the exit ramp begs for a response. Whatever we do – if we offer a 
granola bar, or a few dollars, or a smile and a wave – will be another step in our journey on the Way 
because we cannot simply have faith that we will live in eternal paradise; we must work towards it as 
Jesus instructed. 
 
(Readings for the Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 


