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St. Lorenzo Ruiz is the patron saint of migrant workers. 

Ruiz was born in the Philippines. At the age of 36, he was falsely 
accused of killing a Spaniard. He sought asylum on board a ship with 
three priests who took him to Japan. Regrettably, the Japanese 
government had begun persecuting Christians and the four were 
tortured and martyred.    

In 2015, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops issued a 
report titled "Ten Years of Pastoral Visits to Migrant Workers." Because of the Church's long-standing 
commitment to welcoming the stranger, the purpose of the report was to assess the current situation of 
migrant farmworkers. 

Even if there were but a single migrant farmworker in Oregon, our Church would still provide pastoral 
care. Yet there are many more than just one: almost half of all hired farmworkers (migrants) live in just 
five States: California, Texas, North Carolina, Washington, and Oregon.  

While the final report comprises many recommendations, here is a summary of the few that seem 
especially relevant to the Archdiocese of Portland:  

 Spanish-speaking priests to provide for the celebration of the Mass, celebration of the
sacraments and pastoral outreach

 Affordable legal services for matters of labor, wage theft, housing conditions, and immigration
status

 Increased dialogue, acceptance, understanding, and ministry in parishes with Hispanics and non-
Hispanics so that all recognize the gift each one brings to the church

 Direct services such as English language classes; information about education and healthcare,
human and legal rights

On September 27, 2017, Pope Francis launched the Share the Journey campaign, inviting everyone 
around the world to "Share the Journey" with refugees and migrants. It is a two-year campaign. 

As we approach and celebrate the Feast Day of St. Lorenzo Ruiz, please refresh your understanding of 
the Share the Journey campaign, and ask St. Lorenzo to intercede on behalf of all migrant workers. 


