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Step 1. Does the Immigrant have an attorney? 
 
Step 2. Where is the Immigrant in the process?  
 

Notice to Appear: The Notice to Appear is the document that tells the Immigrant why the 
government thinks s/he should be deported from the United States. If s/he has not received a 
Notice to Appear yet, they should get a copy at the first hearing.  

 
First Hearing: The first hearing will be a Master Calendar hearing. The Judge will explain the 
charges brought against the Immigrant and will inform them of their rights. The Judge will then 
ask whether s/he agrees or disagrees with each charge in the Notice to Appear. The Immigrant 
has the right to a lawyer, but the Government will not provide a lawyer. The Immigrant may ask 
the Judge for more time to find a lawyer.  
 

Step 3. Relief from Deportation: If Immigrant is deportable from the United States, but s/he can apply 
for one of the forms of relief, s/he will have to submit an application to the Judge. The Judge will 
then set an Individual Hearing to decide their case. Unlike the Master Calendar or Bond 
hearings, the Immigrant will be the only detainee at the Individual Hearing.  

 
(Adjustment of Status: Registry [Form I-485]): The Immigrant may be eligible to apply for 
registry if s/he has resided in the United States continuously since January 1, 1972 and can show 
that s/he is a person of good moral character.) 

 
Step 4. Final Hearing: If the Immigrant is in his or her Final Hearing then s/he should provide letters of 

support from the community. These make a difference.  
  
Step 5. Appeal: If the Judge does not grant the application for relief and orders the Immigrant removed, 

s/he can reserve their right to appeal the Judge’s decision. If the Immigrant reserves his or her 
right to appeal, the Board of Immigration Appeals must receive a “Notice of Appeal” filed by the 
Immigrant within 30 days.  

 
Step 6. Final Deportation Order: If the judge has issued the Final Deportation Order, the Immigrant 

should appear with a group of supportive members from the community, the more who can attend 
the more effective their presence is, and ask for another Stay of Removal.  

 
Step 7. Cancellation of Removal: “10 Year” (Form EOIR 42-B): If the Immigrant is not a legal 

permanent resident, s/he may be able to apply for legal permanent residency if s/he meets the 
following four requirements: (1) Immigrant has lived in the U.S. continuously for at least the last 
10 years, (2) Immigrant has a spouse, parent or child who is a U.S. citizen or legal permanent 
resident, (3) Immigrant can show that they would suffer exceptional and extremely unusual 
hardship if s/he were removed, and (4) s/he has not had certain criminal problems. 

 
 
If the Immigrant is detained in the Northwest Detention Center s/he can call 253.383.0519 
 
http://www.nwirp.org/whoweare/contactus. 

http://www.nwirp.org/whoweare/contactus

