
Catholic Social Teachings
THE PRINCIPLE OF THE UNIVERSAL 
DESTINATION OF GOODS 

Scriptural Reference 
“God blessed them and God said to them: ‘Be 
fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it. 
Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds 
of the air, and all the living things that crawl on 
the earth.’ God also said: ‘See, I give you every 
seed-bearing plant on all the earth and every 
tree that has seed-bearing fruit on it to be your 
food; and to all the wild animals, all the birds 
of the air, and all the living creatures that crawl 
on the earth, I give all the green plants for food” 
Genesis 1:28–30. 

Homily Hints 
“The right to private property, acquired or 
received in a just way, does not do away with 
the original gift of the earth to the whole of 
mankind. The universal destination of goods 
remains primordial, even if the promotion of  
the common good requires respect for the  
right to private property and its exercise.” 
Catechism of the Catholic Church

“…The truth that the globe is inhabited by a 
single family in which all have the same basic 
needs and all have a right to the goods of the 
earth is a fundamental principle of catholic 
teaching.” USCCB, The Challenge of Peace: 
God’s Promise and Our Response

“As people of faith we believe that ‘all goods  
of the earth belong to all people.’” USCCB

“It is well known that present production is 
sufficient, and yet millions of persons continue 
to suffer and die from hunger, and this is a real 
scandal.… I would like to remind everyone of 
that necessary universal destination of all goods 
which is one of the fundamental principles of 
the Church’s social teaching. Respect for this 
principle is the essential condition for facilitating 
an effective and fair access to those essential 
and primary goods which every person needs 
and to which he or she has a right.” Pope Francis

“The earth, abused and exploited, continues 
in many parts of the world to yield its fruits, 
offering us the best of itself. The faces of the 
starving remind us that we have foiled its 
purposes. We have turned a gift with a universal 
destination into a privilege enjoyed by a select 
few. We have made the fruits of the earth—a 
gift to humanity—commodities for a few, thus 
engendering exclusion.” Pope Francis 
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7th Principle of Catholic  
Social Teaching

“God gave the earth to  
the whole human race  
for the sustenance of  
all its members, without 
excluding or favoring 
anyone. This is the 
foundation of the 
universal destination 
of the earth’s goods. 
The earth, by reason of 
its fruitfulness and its 
capacity to satisfy human 
needs, is God’s first gift  
for the sustenance of 
human life.” 
St. John Paul II



Prayer Intentions

Grant us generosity in sharing our gifts and 
resources with our brothers and sisters around 
the world.  
—Let us pray to the Lord...

Make us responsible stewards of the earth’s 
riches and respectful of local peoples from 
whose lands resources are extracted. 
—Let us pray to the Lord...

That we sincerely contemplate the words of  
St. Jerome “The earth belongs to everyone,  
not to the rich.” 
—Let us pray to the Lord… 
 
Work of Mercy  
Live the Corporal Works of Mercy 
“Not to share one’s goods with the poor is to  
rob them and to deprive them of life. It is  
not our goods that we possess, but theirs.”  
St. John Chrysostom 
 
Live 
Change your consumption patterns:  
Reconsider whether you need another coat, 
another tie, another shirt, another color,  
another pair of shoes. 
 
Defend 
“Working for a just distribution of the fruits 
of the earth and human labor is not mere 
philanthropy. It is a moral obligation. For 
Christians, the responsibility is even greater:  
it is a commandment.” Pope Francis 
 
Donate 
Catholic Relief Services Capacity Strengthening 
Program builds the capacity of over 1100 partners 

in 100 countries to work more effectively, 
efficiently and in a sustainably, thus allowing 
them to work for a just distribution of the fruits 
of the earth. 
 
Bulletin Reflection 
The Principle of the Universal Destination of  
Goods is one of the four defining principles of 
the Church’s social doctrine: “The commandment 
is to love God and love our neighbor; the two 
cannot be separated! Loving our neighbor as 
ourselves means being firmly committed to 
building a more just world, in which everyone 
has access to the goods of the earth….”  
Pope Francis 
 
Prayer

O God, you entrusted to us the fruits of all 
creation so that we might care for the earth  
and be nourished with its bounty.

Jesus showed great concern for those who had 
no food—even transforming five loaves and two 
fish into a banquet that served five thousand 
and many more.

Make us giving like you, giving gladly and not 
taking, giving in abundance, not taking, giving  
as Jesus gave himself up for us all, giving,  
never taking. 

Amen.
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The Principle of the Preferential 
Option for the Poor

Next Issue...

https://evangelization.archdpdx.org/corporal-works-of-mercy
https://www.crs.org/our-work-overseas/program-areas/partnership-and-capacity-strengthening
https://www.crs.org/our-work-overseas/program-areas/partnership-and-capacity-strengthening

