
Foundations of Faith
MIGRATION

Scriptural Reference 
“The alien living with you must be treated as one 
of your native-born. Love them as yourself, for 
you were aliens in Egypt.” Leviticus 19:34 
 
Homily Hints 
For nearly a half century, the Catholic Church 
in the United States has celebrated National 
Migration Week, which is an 
opportunity for the Church to 
reflect on the circumstances 
confronting migrants, 
including immigrants, 
refugees, children, and 
victims and survivors of 
human trafficking. 

The theme for National 
Migration Week 2019—
Building Communities 
of Welcome—emphasizes 
our responsibility as 
Catholics to engage and 
welcome newcomers on 
their arrival, and help to ease 
their transition into a new life 
here in the United States. 

Welcoming communities do not emerge by 
chance but are established through the hard 
work and conviction of people on the ground 
through direct service, shared experience and 
faith, advocacy, and institution building.

“Welcoming the stranger and those in flight is 
not one option among many in the Christian life. 
It is the very form of Christianity itself.” Cardinal 
Daniel N. DiNardo, President of the USCCB 
 

Prayer Intentions 
For all bishops in our Church, that each may be 
encouraged by our prayers and support to lead 
God’s people in building a culture that respects 
the human dignity of all migrants—

Let us pray to the Lord...

For all Catholics, that God inspire them to act 
in their local communities to support and 

protect migrants and to advocate on their 
behalf, we pray to the Lord—

Let us pray to the Lord…

For our neighbors, coworkers,  
friends, fellow Christians, and all 
people, that they may grow in 
their awareness of the issue of 
migration and become a voice  
in the public square calling  
for greater protections for  

these populations—

Let us pray to the Lord…

For migrants, refugees, and all other 
strangers in our midst, that they may find 

strength in our concern for justice and feel the  
warmth of our love—

Let us pray to the Lord… 
 
Work of Mercy  
Welcome the Stranger 
I was a stranger and you welcomed me. 
(Matthew 25:35)  
 
Accompany 
Contact programs in your area that work  
with migrants. Here are two examples: 
UNETE (Medford)  
Huerto de la Familia (Eugene) 
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Catholic Social Teaching

“Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers,  

for thereby some have entertained 
angels unawares.” 

Heb 13:2

https://ljp.archdpdx.org/shelter-the-homeless
http://uneteoregon.org/
https://huertodelafamilia.org/


Advocate 
The United States should provide child and 
refugee protection, and safe, humane durable 
solutions for unaccompanied children arriving  
at our borders without their parent or  
legal guardian.  
 
Educate 
Present on Catholic social teaching and 
Migration to your youth and church groups. 
 
Donate 
Catholic Charities’ Refugee  
Resettlement Program 
 
Bulletin Reflection: Build Bridges 
Walls isolate, separate and perpetuate the  
myth of “us” versus “them.”

Bridges unite cultures, economies and neighbors. 
They are feats of difficult engineering. Building 
bridges between opposites—opposing points of 
views, different peoples—is equally difficult. To 
bridge relationships means overcoming the gap 
between two sides, be it a narrow separation of 
misunderstanding or a wide chasm of hostility. 
Bridges unite. 
 

Prayer

Loving Father,  
Protect, we pray, all those forced from their 
homes by violence and persecution, guide  
them to places of shelter and safety, and grant 
that people migrate always by choice and  
not necessity. 

Watch over children who migrate alone, protect 
them from the risks they face all by themselves, 
help them reach their destination safely, and 
reunite them with those from whom they have 
been separated. 

Guide all migrants who seek a better life, to new 
opportunities, and grant them a new beginning. 

We beseech you to give each of us the strength 
and generosity to welcome the stranger and to 
open our homes to the newcomer, and in doing 
so to comfort those who are suffering. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

Amen

January 6–12  
is National Migration Week

https://www.classy.org/campaign/refugee-resettlement-general-online/c141584
https://www.classy.org/campaign/refugee-resettlement-general-online/c141584

