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Scriptural Reference 
“Then God said: Let there be light, and 
there was light. God then separated 
the light from the darkness. … Let 
there be a dome in the middle of the 
waters, to separate one body of water 
from the other. … God called the 
dome “sky.”… Let the water under the 
sky be gathered into a single basin, 
so that the dry land may appear. ... 
Let the earth bring forth vegetation. 

… Let there be lights in the dome 
of the sky, to 
separate day from 
night. Let them 
mark the seasons, 
the days and the 
years … Let the 
water teem with 
an abundance of 
living creatures, 
and on the 
earth let birds 
fly beneath the 
dome of the sky. ... 
Let the earth bring 
forth every kind 
of living creature 

… Let us make human beings in 
our image, after our likeness … God 
looked at everything he had made, 
and found it very good” (GN 1:3-31).

Homily Hints 
”When man turns his back on the 
Creator’s plan, he provokes a disorder 
which has inevitable repercussions 
on the rest of the created order. If 
man is not at peace with God, then 
earth itself cannot be at peace: 
‘Therefore the land mourns and all 
who dwell in it languish, and also the 
beasts of the field and the birds of 
the air and even the fish of the sea 
are taken away’ (Hos 4:3).” St. John 
Paul II

“Environmental Justice is defined 
as the search for a just solution to 
the disproportionate burdens of 
environmental degradation borne 
by the poor and people of color. For 
example, this would include urban 
revitalization efforts like brownfields 
and the protection of low-income 
neighborhoods from toxic hazards.” 
U.S. Catholic Bishops, Environmental 
Justice Public Policy Framework

“The environment is God’s gift to 
everyone, and in our use of it we 
have a responsibility towards the 
poor, towards future generations 
and towards humanity as a whole. 

… In nature, the believer recognizes 
the wonderful result of God’s 
creative activity, which we may use 
responsibly to satisfy our legitimate 
needs, material or otherwise, while 
respecting the intrinsic balance of 
creation.” Pope Benedict XVI

“The misuse and destruction of the 
environment are also accompanied 
by a relentless process of exclusion. 
In effect, a selfish and boundless 
thirst for power and material 
prosperity leads both to the misuse 
of available natural resources and 
to the exclusion of the weak and 
disadvantaged … The poorest are 
those who suffer most from such 
offenses, for three serious reasons: 
they are cast off by society, forced 
to live off what is discarded and 
suffer unjustly from the abuse of the 
environment. They are part of today’s 
widespread and quietly growing 
‘culture of waste’.” Pope Francis

Catholic Social Teaching

“The Catholic Church brings a distinct 
perspective to the discussion of 

environmental questions, by lifting up 
the moral dimensions of these issues and 
the needs of the most vulnerable among 

us. This unique contribution is rooted in 
Catholic teaching calling us to care for 

creation and for ‘the least of these’  
(Mt 25:40).”

U.S. Catholic Bishops



Prayer Intentions 
O Lord, grant us the grace to respect 
and care for Your creation—

we pray to the Lord.

We pray for world leaders: that God 
may grant them wisdom to make 
just decisions that respect the earth 
and all that lives in it, especially 
those who are poorest and most 
vulnerable—

we pray to the Lord.

We pray for our local community: 
that through God’s grace we may be 
good neighbors to each other and to 
the whole of creation, restoring and 
caring for all that God has made—

we pray to the Lord.

O Lord, help us to end the suffering 
of the poor and bring healing to all of 
your creation—

we pray to the Lord.

Work of Mercy 
Forgive Offenses >>

Have we severed our relationship 
with creation? Ask for forgiveness, 
make reparations, and the 
relationship will be repaired.

Educate 
Learn more about Environmental 
Justice from Catholic Climate 
Covenant >>

Advocate 
Urge Your Catholic Leaders to  
Sign the U.S. Catholic Climate 
Declaration >>

Accompany 
Support local efforts to solve 
environmental problems. 
Community groups around the 
country are working to make city, 
county, and state-wide changes 
that can make a big difference. Find 
out what is going on locally and get 
involved. 

For the Bulletin 
Care for one another and creation 
includes understanding that 
“everything is connected” and that 
the economy, politics, community 
involvement, and technology all 
affect the future of the planet and 
humankind.

Prayer: Vision of Wholeness 
God of grace, creator of a world of 
plenty, the heavens declare your 
glory and the earth your generosity. 
In love, you created us and in your 
likeness you made us to be partners 
in creation. In greed, we have turned 
away and have marred your image in 
us to fashion a fragmented world.

Renew in us your vision of wholeness, 
that the rich may restore wealth 
to the poor and the poor share 
blessings with the rich. Revive in us 
a passion for justice, that the tyranny 
of profit be quelled and whispers of 
freedom find voice. Refresh in us our 
sense of calling, that we may follow 
Christ in serving others and live 
simply with those who simply live.

Amen.
Annabel Shilson-Thomas/CAFOD
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https://ljp.archdpdx.org/forgive-offenses
http://www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/resources/environmental-justice
http://www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/resources/environmental-justice
http://www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/Advocacy
http://www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/Advocacy
http://www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/Advocacy

