
“Catholic social teaching 

 “Racism is not merely one sin among many; it 
is a radical evil that divides the human family 

and denies the new creation of a redeemed 
world. To struggle against it demands an 

equally radical transformation, in our own 
minds and hearts as well as in the structure of 

our society.”
Brothers and Sisters to Us, USCCB

Homily Hints
“Racism is the sin that says some human beings are inherently superior and 
others essentially inferior because of races. It is the sin that makes racial 
characteristics the determining factor for the exercise of human rights. It mocks 
the words of Jesus: “Treat others the way you would have them treat you.” 
Indeed, racism is more than a disregard for the words of Jesus; it is a denial 
of the truth of the dignity of each human being revealed by the mystery of the 
Incarnation.”

U.S. Catholic Bishops Pastoral Letter on Racism, 1979

Diversity enriches our communities. A diverse 
community reflects the many faces of the children 
of God and the universality of the Church, which 
spans many nations and languages. As Christ’s 
disciples, we seek to encounter persons of different 
ethnicities, cultures and abilities who are part of our 
community. We also seek to be a faith community 
which welcomes and celebrates diversity, and which 
forms and nurtures diverse leadership. Building unity 
in diversity is an essential part of our mission of 
discipleship.

Discrimination on the basis of race and ethnicity takes many forms. Thankfully, 
the United States has eliminated the institutional, legalized racial discrimination 
of years past: slavery, Jim Crow laws, ‘separate but equal’ schools, and 
prohibitions on voting or owning land, to name just a few examples, are 
gone. These victories were hard fought, and deserve to be remembered and 
celebrated. 

These advances, while substantial, are still incomplete. Unfortunately, America 
remains a deeply divided place in many ways. Too many Americans of all racial 
and ethnic backgrounds, live in technically unsegregated yet homogenous 
communities due to persistent challenges on many levels--education, 
employment, housing, just to name a few. As a result, dialogue and encounter 
with others with diverse backgrounds, experiences, and opinions, can be 
limited.
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Prayer Intentions:

For the grace to see every human being 
as a child of God, regardless of race, 
language or culture—

we pray to the Lord.

For the wisdom to receive the stories 
and experiences of those different from 
ourselves and to respond with respect—

we pray to the Lord.

For our faith community, that we may 
respond boldly to the Holy Spirit’s  
call to act together to end violence  
and racism—

we pray to the Lord.

For healing and justice for all those  
who have experienced violence  
and racism—

we pray to the Lord.

Prayer for Peace in Our Communities
O Lord our God, in your mercy and 
kindness,no thought of ours is left 
unnoticed, no desire orconcern ignored.

You have proven that blessings abound 
when we fall on our knees in prayer, and 
so we turn to you in our hour of need.

Surrounded by violence and cries for 
justice, we hear your voice telling us what 
is required . . .“Only to do justice and to 
love goodness,and to walk humbly with 
your God” (Mi 6:8).

Fill us with your mercy so that we, in turn, 
may bemerciful to others.

Strip away pride, suspicion, and racism 
so that we may seek peace and justice in 
our communities.

Strengthen our hearts so that they beat 
only to the rhythm of your holy will.

Flood our path with your light as we 
walk humbly toward a future filled with 
encounter and unity.

Be with us, O Lord, in our efforts, for only 
by the prompting of your grace can we 
progress toward virtue.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.

Amen.

Work of Mercy
Admonish the Sinner »

Do not judge, but be supportive in help-
ing others to find their way and act justly, 
with respect for all creation. In humility, 
we must strive to create a culture that 
does not accept evil, while realizing that 
we all fall at times.

• Act » 
Speak out when you hear racist remarks.

• Accompany 
Engage in international encounter and 
dialogue with someone from another race or 
nationality that you may have stereotypes 
about.

• Learn »
A two-page background information sheet on 
systemic racism and the Church’s response.

September 9 
Feast Day of 
St. Peter,  
Patron Saint of 
Race Relations

http://ljp.archdpdx.org/admonish-the-sinner
http://catholicjusticecenter.org/2017/05/29/how-to-stand-up-against-a-bigoted-attack/
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/upload/racism-backgrounder.pdf

